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JOINT COMMUNIQUE     Date:  8th October 2013 

  

GABORONE DECLARATION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

IN AFRICA 

 

(Gaborone, Botswana, 8 October 2013) - Ministers, Deputy 

Ministers and senior officials of Botswana, Kenya, Liberia, 

Mozambique, Namibia, Rwanda, South Africa, Tanzania, and 

cooperating partners, United Nations Development Programme 

(UNDP), Conservation International (CI), Secretariat of the 

Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), World Bank (WB), 

Debswana, Private Sector and Civil Society Organisations met in 

Gaborone over the past two days to consider the advances that 

signatories have made towards the implementation of the Gaborone 

Declaration for Sustainability in Africa (GDSA). 

The three Key Action Statements that underpin the commitments 

made by signatory countries to the (GDSA) are: 



 

2 
 

 

 

Action Statement 1:  Integrating the value of natural capital into 

national accounting and corporate planning and reporting 

processes, policies and programmes, in agreed efforts, including the 

appended Communiqué on Natural Capital Accounting. 

 

Action Statement 2:  Building social capital and reducing poverty   

by transitioning agriculture, extractive industries, fisheries and 

other natural capital uses to practices that promote sustainable 

employment, food security, sustainable energy and the protection of 

natural capital through protected areas and other mechanisms. 

 

Action Statement 3:  Building knowledge, data, capacity and 

policy networks to promote leadership and new models in the field 

of sustainable development, and to increase momentum for positive 

change. 
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Ministers agreed to the following; 

 

To Operationalise the GDSA; 

 Other African states are encouraged to sign the GDSA, noting 

that the benefits that countries can gain from being part of the 

GDSA include, but are not limited to support for 

implementation of the GDSA agreed actions through: 

a) the provision of technical support for countries,  

b) capacity building, 

c) information sharing on best practices, 

d) state and non-state actors working together  which 

could improve the mobilization of additional 

financial resources; 

 That Botswana continues to convene the GDSA, and host the 

interim secretariat in conjunction with signatory country focal 

points; 
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 That signatory countries identify and communicate focal 

points to the interim secretariat by 31st December 2013;  

 

 That the interim secretariat propose and communicate 

institutional and operational arrangements for the GDSA, to 

the signatory countries by 31st December 2013. 

 

To  Link the GDSA with the African Ministerial Conference 

on Environment (AMCEN): 

 

 That Ministers move to have the GDSA included on the agenda 

of the 5th special session of AMCEN under (Any Other 

Business) for the purpose of information sharing; 

 

 That Ministers recommend that the issues in the GDSA action 

statements be included on the agenda of the 15th session of 

AMCEN for recognition and endorsement;  
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Country Actions to support the goals of the GDSA 

 That signatory countries consider the institutional and 

operational arrangements for the implementation of the GDSA 

by 31st March 2014; 

 

 That signatories to the GDSA urge all stakeholders that are 

deliberating on post-2015 development agenda to consider the 

inclusion of the value of natural capital in the post 2015 

development agenda and the formation of the  Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs); 

 

 That all signatory countries take the Draft GDSA 

Implementation Framework that was developed by the 

Secretariat back to their countries for discussion with the view 

to adopting it as a working tool for the operationalization of 

the GDSA; 

 

 That countries provide feedback to the interim Secretariat of 

the GDSA by 31st December 2013; 
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 That bilateral and multilateral donors, development partners, 

regional and international organizations are urged to support 

the implementation of the action statements of the GDSA in 

signatory countries; 

 

 The next GDSA follow up meeting will be held in Gaborone 

next year at a date to be announced. 

 

End… 


